SPOTLIGHT

What can behaviour tell us
about children’s development?

S

We learn about a pioneering approach to supporting pupils’
social and emotional development that’s made a big difference
at one school in Windsor...
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HOW FAGUS IS USED
Fagus was initially used on a group of children who were already
receiving emotional literacy support for behaviours associated
with emotional and social development
challenges. The classroom teacher assessed each child’s
current level of social and emotional functioning using the
online checklist tool.
The completed Developmental Checklists enabled
the teaching team to generate an individual Developmental
Profile for each pupil’s emotional and social functioning, on
which areas are marked in red or yellow to indicate a degree of
developmental delay. Those marked in green show that a child
is functioning emotionally and socially as expected, given their
chronological age.
These combined results enable the team to drill
down to the ‘nitty-gritty’ of what might be causing a particular
behaviour in a child. For example, they had felt ‘coping’
was probably the biggest challenge for one child, but the
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Developmental Profile showed that their ‘self-awareness’ was
also a concern.
As well as checking the Developmental Profile, the team also
looked at accompanying Developmental Checklist responses
and Developmental Guides in those domains where the child
was experiencing their biggest delays. They then used the
output to set three goals to enable the child to move towards
appropriate social and emotional functioning matching their
chronological age.
Fagus was able to generate hard data that could be used to
deliver clear evidence of what was happening with each child,
explain some underlying aspects of the pupils’ behaviour, inform
next steps and evidence the impact of interventions.
As well as offering a method of monitoring social and
emotional progress, Fagus enables data sharing with
stakeholders and can examine whether an intervention has
been value for money.
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